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1 Kyrillos, the proesent and the first Patx‘iarch ox‘ tne Bulpar‘léh cnwch:m
elogted by the Synod of the Bulgarisn Church ggainst-the Larmally, mu&»
will of the Loumenical Patriarch at the Phunar (Istanbul, Tuvkeyhe. FhY >+
Boumenicul Patriarch refused even to send representatives to see the new
Bulgarian Communist Patriarah enthvonod. L
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2. Kyrillos i a formar Metropolitan, well known in Bulguria a8 A very nmbiuoua
man and 'ong orone to mix into politics. His oharacter is opportunistic, Thus,
befor- World War II 16 Wwas closoly linked with the old regime. During
the wai, he colluvvrated w_th the (erman onnunation troops in Bulgaria., hen
the GQermans and Bulgers Jointly inveded eastern Thrace .nd CGreek Mucedoniu,
Kyridlos took charge of the reoorganization of the Bulgarian Orthodox Chursh
in the naw territory. Ho wus violently snti-Greck and showcd his attitude
by the harshness with thich ho treated the Greek populution. Th's went go far
that he was, at one time, ragarded &8 & war oriminal.

7. Immeddutely after the <crumuniuts cama to power 4n Sofia, Xyrillos was arrested.
For u time, he receilves bad treatment, The Soviet leadera, however, who hud
8 fureronching dosuicr on him, docided to let him go, and to keep quiet about the
compromising documents they had found in the archives aguinst him. ‘'hey uure
purfaatly nwure that the umbition of Kyrillos would make him practiocally a
prisoner of the Communist regime. As it turned out, thay ware entirely right.

L. 7% was Kyrillos who pleyed the leuding part in turning out the exareh .tefun
(8 Sep UB), who hid for many yeurs beon venaerated by the Bulgarian Church. The
‘rarch was regurded as dangerous. He alone was able to unlte tho scorat anti-
Communint rulpnardan foroau. Ke 1o now interned at Bagnn, neur Karlovo,
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+fter the ixarch had been forced out, Kyrillos began to take a larger and

larger par: in Bulgarir ecclesiaestical (Ifairs.

He showec himself more and

more docile toward the Communist autuorities and the i‘atriarch Alexel, of

Moscow.
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His election as patriarch may be regarded as completely poliltical.
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